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Contacts: 
 

Chris Marvell is the Newsletter editor.  Please let him have your contributions for future Newsletters, comments, suggestions, letters 
for publication, criticisms etc.  If you want, Gina Kelland is still happy to receive material for the Newsletter: she will be assisting 
Chris with her advice and proofreading.  If you are sending published articles please either get Copyright clearance yourself or 
enclose the details of the publisher so Chris can ask for permission.   You can contact Chris by email to editor@belleek.org.uk. 
 
 

Chris and Bev Marvell publish and distribute the Newsletter.  Chris has set up a database which forms the Group’s digital archive, 
keeping a record of relevant publications and photographs (including photos etc. gathered at meetings and not published in the 
Newsletter).  Some or all of this information will be available on the Internet as our website develops -  working with Simon 
Whitlock, we intend to publish all the back issues of the Newsletter and all of the research done by our Group members on our 
website.  If you have questions about the publication and distribution of the Newsletter, contact Chris or Bev by email at 
publisher@belleek.org.uk. 
 

The Group’s Chairman is Paul Tubb, email chairman@belleek.org.uk 
 

Our Treasurer is Paul Ewings, contact him by email at treasurer@belleek.org.uk 
 

The Group's Administrator is Bev Marvell, email to administrator@belleek.org.uk  
 

Our website is administered by Simon Whitlock and can be found at http://www.belleek.org.uk/.  To contact Simon, the 
Webmaster, send email to webmaster@belleek.org.uk. 
 

There is a separate email address to make contact with researchers within the group.  This is research@belleek.org.uk.  For 
information on the annual raffle or to buy tickets, email raffle@belleek.org.uk. 
 
 

Credits 
 

Photographs:       Paul Ewings, Simon Whitlock, Paul Tubb, Eddie Murphy and Chris Marvell 
 

Articles by:    Paul Tubb, Simon Whitlock, Eddie Murphy 
 

Other material: Brian Carruthers, Pat and Paul Tubb, Jan Golaszewski, Bev Marvell, Elaine Ewings  
 

Acknowledgements: Belleek Pottery website, the Irish News website, the El Paso Times, the Sacramento Bee, Ulster Museum.  
Other acknowledgements are given in the articles themselves. 

  
 

 

Forthcoming Events 
 

Spring 2019:  March 23rd and 24th  Stourbridge, West Midlands 
 
Summer 2019: July 27th and 28th, AGM in Draycott, Derbyshire hosted by Chris and Bev Marvell 
 
Autumn 2019: October 19th and 20th, Belleek, Co. Fermanagh.  Joint meeting with NI Group 
 
 

Newsletter Deadlines 
 

Summer 2019: Deadline for articles and other material is 1st June 2019 
 
 

Cover Picture…  
 

Four Belleek Christmas plates, from the third series of these plates.  These were images of the flora of Ireland and the plates 
were issued in the years 1984, 1985, 1986 and 1987.  Many thanks to David Reynolds for furnishing these excellent images of 
his plates.  Paul Tubb gives a complete listing of the Belleek Christmas plates in this Newsletter. 
 
 
This publication is made on behalf of the UK Belleek Collectors’ Group.  It is dedicated to improving our knowledge and appreciation of Belleek, the Ware and the 
Pottery.  It is not for profit and intended for the members of the Group and those with like interests.  We try to acknowledge and obtain permission for any material or 
images used.  If however you feel that material has been used which breaches your copyright and this causes you a problem, please get in touch with the editor at 
editor@belleek.org.uk and the item will be removed.                                 
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From the Editor…  
What does a backstamp on a piece of china actually signify?  You might think this an obvious question, but it’s not 
always as simple as you might think.  In this Newsletter, Simon Whitlock describes many marks put on Belleek for 
retailers – this involved either modifying the normal Belleek mark or adding additional information (the retailer’s name 
and location) –to identify the seller of the item.  This let everyone know where the item had been purchased and also 
acted as an advertisement for that particular seller.  So far, so good – this is clear. 
 

You can sometimes read too much into a mark.  Some of us in the UK Group have discussed at length the use of Irish 
symbology (the dog, harp and tower).  This was sometimes used as decoration as well as an identifying mark – and it 
sometimes included other elements, such as a rising sun - possibly to signify a political allegiance (the Fenians?) … or 
maybe just because it looked good.  Anyway, the dog, harp and tower we all know so well was registered as a trademark 
by Belleek early in the history of the Pottery – the mark was then subsequently added to in the second and third periods.  
The reason the extra bits came to be on the mark were to aid the Pottery’s ability to trade – in 1891 the second mark came 
about because American President McKinley made it compulsory to put the country of origin onto items you wanted to 
sell in the USA.  In 1926 another addition was made – a small “roundel”.  The reason for this was not quite as clear, as we 
can see from this communication from a correspondent using our website enquiry form: 
 

“I'm looking for a saucer to match a lovely Belleek translucent porcelain shell tea cup, produced late 1950s or very 
early '60s. Even with a magnifying glass I cannot read the words (may be Gaelic) around the second circular mark. In 
the mark itself there is a divided circle - the left side is dark with a half Celtic knot - the ends of the knot link to the 
right side of the circle where they almost look like 2 legs and feet walking on 2 separate islands.  Maybe the whole is a 
symbol or metaphor for the divided island of Ireland?” 
 

A metaphor for the divided island of Ireland…  there’s a thought!  In these days of uncertainty over what will happen at 
the Irish border as we inexorably approach Brexit, this sounds pretty topical…  it also sounds highly improbable… and of 
course we know it just isn’t correct.  The roundel was added simply to say “Made in Ireland” in Gaelic: Déanta i 
nÉirinn... but the idea set me thinking: is there really more to this than meets the eye?  Why on earth would Belleek want 
to repeat in Gaelic what they already say in English in the second period banner?   
 

Well, the third mark actually does have a lot to do with the history of Ireland in the twentieth century.  Along with two 
other much loved collectors (see later in this newsletter), my friend and great contributor to the Newsletter, Trevor 
Roycroft sadly passed away recently.  I wrote an article with him on the 3rd Mark (Newsletter 31-3, October 2010).  The 
3rd Mark roundel is actually a lower case “e” (for Eire) but for some unaccountable reason, Belleek Pottery turned it on its 
side and it is therefore seldom recognised as such (go on – have a look at a third mark if you don’t believe me!).  The “e” 
roundel came from the Irish Industrial Development Association – an organisation founded at the start of the 20th century 
of which Lady Aberdeen was a strong supporter.  The “e” originated in 1906.  The symbol was later adopted (in 1909) by 
Sinn Fein and it then acquired a republican political slant.  Belleek Pottery signed up with the IIDA and was allocated the 
registration number “0857” which is why this number also appears on the 3rd mark.  The number in itself has no 
particular significance – the IIDA just allocated them sequentially. 
 

So the roundel is an Irish symbol – maybe even an Irish political symbol if the later Sinn Fein connection is considered, 
even though this was never its original intention.  Just remember the chaotic state of Ireland following the Easter rising of 
1916, the partition of Ireland in 1921 and the bloody civil war of 1922-3.  Looking at other literature that Belleek 
produced after 1926, they even included a map of Ireland to show that Belleek was located in Ireland -  surely stating the 
obvious?  Well, maybe, but at the time, the fact that Belleek was in Northern Ireland may have made it seem “less Irish” 
to potential purchasers of the ware… and Belleek then needed to trade on its “Irishness”.  So they adopted the “e” 
roundel, not because it was a metaphor for a divided Ireland, but because they wanted everyone, especially American 
purchasers, to know (in the face of all the confusion) that they were still Irish.  The partition of Ireland was therefore one 
reason for the third mark, not a metaphor for it… and maybe there is a little germ of truth in the interesting proposal our 
correspondent made – and just possibly (!) this IS why Belleek turned the “e” on its side? 
 

Well, we hope our correspondent found her (presumably 4th or 5th mark) saucer.  
 

Bev and I spent some very pleasant days recently in Belfast.  In the Titanic Quarter and the city centre, as a tourist, you 
would have no idea of the troubles and divisions of the past; but beautiful, prosperous, modern-day Belfast has not 
entirely left all this behind – the massive, forbidding (and still empty) building that is Stormont; the Cromlin road jail and 
courthouse, now a tourist attraction - soon to be converted to an exhibition centre; the “Peace Wall” that still divides the 
two communities, also now a tourist attraction; the still segregated schools… all these are reminders of divisions which 
sadly still exist.  Belleek Pottery has withstood the troubles of the twentieth century – adding the roundel to the third mark 
was part of this process - but the roundel is now a thing of the past – an omen we hope of more certain days ahead.    CM 
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Carroll Carter 1938-2018 
 
On Friday, July 20, 2018, Carroll Carter passed away quietly after a short illness at the 
age of 80. Born in Gilmer, TX to Eugene and Grace (Haney) Carter, Carroll spent his 
early years in east Texas, before moving with the family to Las Cruces, NM. Carroll 
enlisted in the Army and was stationed in Oakland, CA when he met his future wife on a 
Salvation Army-sponsored day of tobogganing and sledding in the snow. 
 
Upon his honorable discharge, Carroll married Briane Armfield and returned to New 
Mexico, where he earned his Bachelor's Degree at New Mexico State University and 
was named Outstanding Student for the College of Education, quickly followed by his 
Master's Degree, beginning a life-long career in education. After moving his young 
family to West Virginia, Carroll served as Director of Co-Operative Education at West 

Virginia Institute of Technology in Montgomery, WV. In the early 1980s, Carroll and his family relocated to El 
Paso, TX where he worked at El Paso Community College and YISD before retiring. 
 
Throughout his life, Carroll was an active member of Rotary International and had an extensive collection of 
club banners from each Rotary meeting he attended around the world. His strong sense of community service 
included his leadership roles within Rotary, volunteering at his kid's school, becoming president of the PTA, 
and for several years, received recognition for most blood donated annually. 
 

For over a decade, Carroll organized 
several nation-wide trips for foreign 
exchange high school students placed in 
the southwest. Carroll's love of travel 
continued with his wife as they visited 
many countries outside the USA. When 
state-side, Carroll enjoyed his regular visits 
each year to Branson, MO, for the music 
and shows, RV'ing to Quartzsite, AZ, and 
going to the nearby mountains of 
Cloudcroft, NM whenever he decided El 
Paso was too hot. 
 
Carroll is survived by his loving wife, 
Briane, children Stephen (Rumi Shiraki) 

and Erin (Alan) Hensley. Siblings Glenn (Nancy) Carter, Garry (Judy) 
Carter, Larry (Margo) Carter, and Nelda (Jimmy) Meixner. He is 
preceded in death by his parents. 
 

His humor and ready smile will be missed by all. 
 

Per his request, there was no service and he was interred at Ft. Bliss.  
 

In lieu of flowers, donations can be sent to The Salvation Army El Paso.  
 

Published in El Paso Times on July 25, 2018 
 
We remember him with great fondness as a true gentleman and keen 
supporter of his wife Briane and of course as an avid Belleek collector 
who attended the conventions and participated in the activities.   
 
Pictured here (above) is Carroll as one of the Honorees in 2013 at the 
Las Vegas Convention and (right) Carroll and Briane, now much less 
formal – getting ready to enjoy themselves, at the Belleek Gathering in New Orleans in 2016. 
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Phyllis Clarke 
 
Philomena “Phyllis” Clarke 
(nee O’Grady), 90, died 
August 22, 2018 at the 
Southern Ocean County 
Medical Center in 
Manahawkin. 
 
Born in Ballaghaderreen, 
County Roscommon, Ireland 
she lived in Jersey City and 
Belleville before moving to 
Kearny in 1954. 

 
Phyllis and Dave Clarke – looking fabulous - displayed 
in their Belleek double photo frame. 
 
She was the beloved wife of the late John David, the cherished mother of John Clarke, Joseph Clarke and his 
wife Anne, Brendan Clarke and his wife Catherine, and Patrick Clarke and his wife Danielle, the adored 
grandmother of Joseph, Timothy, Michael, David and Aubrey. 
 
The funeral was from the Parow Funeral Home, 185 Ridge Road, North Arlington on Wednesday, August 29 at 
9 A.M. thence to Our Lady Queen of Peace Church, North Arlington for the Funeral Mass at 10 A.M. The 
interment followed in Holy Cross Cemetery, North Arlington.  
 
In lieu of flowers the family requests donations in memory of Phyllis to the Sisters of St, Joseph, 9701 
Germantown Ave., Philadelphia, Pa. 19118.  
 
Phyllis and Dave were 2009 Belleek Honourees and founding members of the NJ Chapter.   
 
In 1958 when taking a trip back to Ireland to see the 
family, they made a visit to the Belleek factory and 
bought their first piece – a lovely bowl of roses…and also 
a Henshall basket ….and a Rathmore basket!  The 
collection became one of the best in the world with over 
90 baskets, many figures, dejeuner sets, vases, centre 
pieces. The favourite piece was however the figure of 
Erin. 
 
 
The Gala dinner at the New Jersey Belleek Convention 
was a double celebration for Phyllis and Dave: not only 
were they inaugurated as the 2009 Belleek honourees, 
the first time a couple have held this post, but it was also 
their 56th wedding anniversary.  
 
 
Phyllis and Dave devoted most of their beautiful home to their collection of Belleek.  Dave had constructed 
custom shelving which filled one entire room to accomodate part of the collection.  It was truly awe-inspiring 
and a great privilege to see the collection and to talk with them about it.  Phyllis will be sadly missed by her 
many Belleek collecting friends. 
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Trevor Roycroft 
 
T. Trevor R. Roycroft, age 85, passed away at his home on September 16, 2018 after 
a battle with cancer. He was born in 1932 in Toronto Canada. He spent his formative 
years in Ireland before returning to Canada in the 1950s. His migration to the U.S. 
resulted from a chance meeting over the telephone, which led to his marriage to 
Catherine, who would be his wife until her death in 2012. Trevor will be lovingly 
remembered by his daughter Nancy, his son Trevor, his three grandchildren, Camille, 
Oliver and Claire, and by his son-in-law Eric and daughter-in-law Sally. He is also 
survived by his brother Desmond, of Napanee, Canada. 

 
Published in The Sacramento Bee on Sept. 19, 2018  
 
Trevor, in his matter-of-fact style sent us this 
information in 2009. 
 

 Married October 12th 1957 
 
 2 Children. Son PhD Economics, Daughter 

B.S.N MPPA Nursing 
 

 Started Belleek collecting 50 years ago. 156 
pieces – half common, half rare first black. I 
have all 12 lithophanes, Gothic candlestick, 
Cavalier, double boy and shell, Celtic bowl of 
roses, Collins mug, my latest purchase is a 
perfect Horse and Snake third black (Catherine 
is planning to have me ride backwards out of         Catherine and Trevor at home, pictured in 2009 
town Lady Godiva style!) The provenance of  
the bulk of our collection is Degenhardt, Levine,  
Clarke, Berdell Dickinson, Langham. 

 
 I am a founder member of the BCS 1979, now the BCIS and an 

Associate member of the UK Belleek Collectors’ Group! 
 
 
                                                                     Trevor’s beloved Horse and Snake   
 
Always avidly interested in Ireland’s history and indeed his family was 
involved in a part of it, Trevor wrote many articles for the Newsletter, 
including one on the death of Michael Collins.  He investigated the creation by 
Belleek of the Horse and Snake in another article and also gave us a beautiful 
account of W.B. Yeats’ resting place (Yeats was a great hero of his). 
 

 
Though I am old with wandering Through hollow lands and hilly lands, 
I will find out where she has gone, And kiss her lips and take her hands; 

And walk among long dappled grass, And pluck till time and times are done, 
The silver apples of the moon, 
The golden apples of the sun. 

 
~W.B.Yeats 
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Belleek Pottery News: Theresa May visits the Pottery 
(Report from Irish News website) 

Theresa May vows no hardening of frontier during visit to Fermanagh/Donegal border  
 
British prime minister Theresa May 
and DUP leader Arlene Foster visit 
Belleek pottery factory in Co 
Fermanagh yesterday PICTURE: 
Clodagh Kilcoyne/PA  
 
 
Tony Bailie  
20 July, 2018 01:00  
 
THERESA MAY has moved to assure 
people living on the border that her plan 
for Brexit will ensure no hardening of the 
frontier. 

The British prime minister made the 
comments during her first visit to the Irish 
border since the Brexit referendum. 

 

“We've produced a proposal which would enable us to have a free trade area between the UK and the EU and a customs 
arrangement that would mean people here would continue to be able to trade seamlessly across the border and there will 
be no hard border, that's what we want to see,” Mrs May said. 

 

She toured the Belleek Pottery factory in Co Fermanagh, meeting 
workers and business representatives from both sides of the border. 

Members of the PSNI and the Garda stand exactly on the border between 
Belleek, Co Fermanagh and Donegal, ahead of Theresa May's visit 
yesterday PICTURE: Niall Carson/PA 
 

DUP leader Arlene Foster whose 10 MPs prop up the Tory minority 
government at Westminster, had extended an invite to Mrs May to 
visit her Fermanagh and South Tyrone constituency on what was the 
first of a two-day schedule of events in the north. 

Mrs May had previously faced criticism for failing to hear first-hand 
from locals living and working near what is to become the UK's only 
land border with the EU. 

 

Sinn Féin vice-president Michelle O'Neill, branded the visit “too little, too late”. 

“She is coming two years after the referendum, she is coming two years after negotiating with her own party,” she said. 

The border remains a crucial sticking point in Brexit negotiations with the EU, amid a stand-off between the UK and 
Brussels on how to maintain free flow of movement across the 310-mile frontier 

Mrs May said: “I've been hearing and talking to people about the impact on Northern Ireland previously, I wanted to be 
here today as one of the things underpinning the work that we did on the White Paper was the need to ensure that we not 
just had no hard border between Northern Ireland and Ireland but also no border down the Irish Sea.” 

“It's important that Northern Ireland as part of the UK can trade within our own internal market in the UK, so we have 
put forward a proposal that would deal with that issue and would deliver no hard border.” 

 

Editor:  The political significance of this is all too clear… and as of today, the outcome of Brexit remains completely 
unclear.  Some reports stated that Mrs. May’s visit was to  a “China Shop on the Irish border”(!)  Notwithstanding 
this misrepresentation, the final outcome of Brexit will have a profound effect on Belleek Pottery. 
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Belleek  
Museum  
Extension 
 

Fergus Cleary has been working 
on an extension to the Belleek 
Pottery Museum. It is housed in 
the room just after the existing 
museum, before you enter the 
factory floor. It is intended that 
this area will display items used 
in the production of wares from 
the early days. 

 
 
 
 
 
Left: 
Saggers 
(amongst 
other 
interesting 
things!) 
 
 
 
 

 
Left: Basket clay extrusion press (is this the famous “Dod Box”?) 
used for extruding the ‘spaghetti’ for making the strands of baskets. 
 
Below Left: Old beating block. Thickened slip mixed with gum 
Arabic is bashed with clubs on this to get out the air before being 
used for baskets. 
 
 
Above Right and 
Right: Yes, this is 
exactly the same 
transfer press as 
seen in this old 
image from the 
Pottery! It has now 
been restored. 
 
 
 
 
         Image acknowledgement: National Museum Northern Ireland 
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Group News and Snippets 
 

 
Eileen and Bernard 
Burgham won this splendid 
Celtic bowl in this year’s 
raffle (see later), but were 
not present at the 
Wilmslow AGM to receive 
it – here we see our 
Chairman Paul Tubb 
presenting them with their 
prize.  Paul brought it home 
for them. 
 
You can’t say that we 
don’t go to great lengths to 
make sure our members 
get good service! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
This is Doctor Sheldon Schwarz one of our 
American associates.  He has just celebrated his 
99th birthday.  Congratulations! 
 
A close look at the picture shows that there is 
Belleek in those cabinets… 
 
…let’s hope Sheldon still manages to get out and 
add to his collection. 
 
 
 
                                   From Jan Golaszewski… 
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 Summer AGM in Wilmslow 
Saturday 17th & Sunday 18th July 2018 

Hosts: Chris and David Reynolds 
 
On the Saturday, we were invited to 
Chris and David Reynolds’ home to 
view their collection and for a lovely 
lunch/tea (depending on when you 
arrived).  Chris had laid on an 
impressive spread and just as 
impressive were the seldom-seen 
pieces of Belleek that David and Chris 
have collected over the years. 
 
Right: Paul Ewings and Mel and 
Simon Whitlock in front of one of the 
didplay cabinets, packed with rare 
Belleek 
 
 

 

Chris Reynolds – some of the lovely food she supplied – Karen Kincheloe relaxing 
                                                    Very rare Belleek – Ballymaclinton Irish Pot and Thorn cup with monogram 
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Top: unusual lily 
pattern cup with 
enlarged saucer 
that can serve as a 
side plate – 2nd 
period. 
 

Middle: pigs… 
Ballymaclinton 
cauldrons, Chinese 
teapots and two 
Greek plates in the 
background – one 
with monogram, 
the other with this 
very nice crest. 
 

Bottom: amongst 
other things, two 
painted plates – 
possibly by the 
Allinghams (see 
later in Newsletter) 
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Top: jugs, the same 
shape, different 
decoration and 
period. 
 
Middle: lovely little 
2-strand basket – is 
it Belleek? It’s not 
marked – could be 
Clyhore? 
 
Bottom: really tiny 
teaset – also not 
Belleek - it’s Lenox 
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Celtic clock – Cre, not Belleek, 
continuing the theme of items that 
“remind me of Belleek” – our theme for 
the Sunday Forum (see later).  For 
comparison - the Celtic cups, saucers 
and plates below definitely ARE Belleek. 

 
Chris, showing us 
round the garden. 
 
 
After a most 
enjoyable afternoon 
with Chris and David, 
we reconvened for 
dinner that evening at 
the Dilshad Indian 
restaurant in 
Handforth. 
 
 
Here is a group of 
us, assembled outside 
the restaurant. 
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Sunday meeting at the Coach and Four 
 
After arrival at the Coach and Four, members had 
refreshments and took time to examine and make 
bids for the pieces that had been displayed for the 
Silent Auction. As usual there were some very 
tempting lots! 

Top left:  Bev Marvell and Elaine Ewings discuss 
the silent auction. 
 

Above left: Chris Reynolds and Pat Tubb view the 
pieces in the auction 
 
Top right: Paul Tubb greets Simon Whitlock (for 
whom it seems maths is no problem!) 
 

Middle right: Eddie Murphy and Diana Awdry 
 

Bottom right: Myra Roalfe and Karen Kincheloe 
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The Group business part of 
the AGM then took place. 
 
Here’s Chairman, Paul 
Tubb getting ready – 
assisted by Administrator, 
Bev Marvell and 
Treasurer, Paul Ewings. 
 
Paul also looked after the 
computer and AV systems 
for the meeting – you can 
see from the spaghetti 
wiring hanging down 
behind him that this was no 
small task! 

After the AGM, there 
was still time to bid 
in the silent auction – 
there were a lot of 
nice items for sale 
(above). 
 

Then it was time to 
get ready for the 
Forum – which was 
to be hosted by David 
Reynolds (getting 
ready, left). 
 
Far left: Eddie and 
Linda Murphy, 
waiting for the start. 
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Forum – “It reminds me of Belleek” 

As soon as everyone had settled down, David Reynolds began the forum.  He started by saying that the theme 
“it reminds me of Belleek” had been deliberate, rather than “it looks like Belleek”, to cover a wider range of 
items.  
 

David reminisced about his first visit to Belleek in 
1991.  He was taken on a personal tour of the 
Pottery and was given a sagger. He showed us a 
modern figure that reminds him of this trip (shown 
right), and also part of the security banding from 
his luggage! David has an earthenware inkwell that 
was dug up from the tip (left). At an auction in 1992 
he acquired a cast-iron stand, which fits the inkwell 
perfectly.  
 
On a different theme, David showed us two 
examples of crested wares that were attributed to 
Belleek but aren’t. He also brought some Nautilus 
examples (1896–1913) that were the same designs 
as Belleek: a hexagon cup and saucer, cardium shell 
on feet, cauldron pot, and spiral shell sugar bowl.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Above: marks on crested items 
Right: the Nautilus items. 
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A shell on a dolphin stand could be Locke & Co. Finally, 
he talked about a Cre Pottery clock with coloured Celtic 
motifs. 

Possibly Locke Worcester shell on dolphin                    The Cre Pottery Celtic clock (also see earlier) 
 
Bev Marvell was next to present items.  She 
had brought along an assortment of pieces. A 
parian jug with a swan spout on top of an egg 
shape is Derby, early 1870s, and very rare. A 
seahorse is Kerr & Binns (1858); the Belleek 
ones were probably inspired by this. A cherub 
riding a dolphin, supporting a candlestick, 
was made in France by Brianchon. They had 
a patent for lustre glaze that was 
experimented with by Armstrong.  
 
Left: Bev with Derby Jug 
 
Right: The Derby swan jug 
 

 
Far left: Brianchon cherub on 
dolphin. 
 
Left: Kerr and Binns Worcester 
seahorse 
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Left: Linda Murphy with the Goss cup and saucer 
Below: Ott and Brewer (left) and Belleek (right) Thorn cup and saucer 

Bev also showed a 
parian cup and saucer 
that is early Goss and 
a Thorn cup and 
saucer that is 1890s 
Ott & Brewer. There 
are subtle differences 
from the Belleek 
Thorn equivalent, and 
she had brought an 
example so we could 
make comparisons.  
 

An egg cup by 
Copeland has a grass 
pattern, as does a salt 
by Ott & Brewer 
(who were influenced 
by Belleek at this 
stage) (shown left). A 
shell menu holder by 
Copeland is identical 
to one by Belleek. 
Goss worked for 
Copeland, and later, 
workers from the 
Goss Company left 
for Belleek. A bone 
china cauldron with 
flowers is Derby, who 
also made mirror 
frames and baskets. A 
“flowered” menu 
holder with cacti is by 
Moore Bros. (left). 
 

Linda Murphy now carried on the Forum.  At an antique fair, Linda 
spotted just the top of a “wonky cross”, which reminded her of 
Belleek but is in fact a remarkable piece of Coalisland (shown above 
and its mark left) (Linda says that unfortunately it’s been restored). 
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Paul Ewings had 
brought along a 
little Worcester 
shell and also 
some pieces of 
Goss (right). One 
in the shape of an 
Irish cauldron 
bears the Belper 
crest.  
 
The Victoria 
commemorative 
pieces are similar 
to the Belleek 
dairy creamer and 
beaker (left). 
 
 
Paul Tubb brought a 
selection of swans. 
American Belleek pieces 
are reminders of the potters 
who went over to the USA. 
He showed items by Lenox 
and Willets; one Lenox 
piece is a salt with spoon.  
 
A Willetts jug has four 
spouts and a rope handle 
(lower left).  
The Belleek swans were 
creamers. 
 
 
 
By coincidence, one of the 
raffle prizes was a nautilus 
on coral that looks like 
Worcester! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Right: swans – made by 
Willets except for the one 
with the spoon – this is 
Lenox. 
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David Reynolds closed the forum, noting that Nautilus Pottery closed in 1913 but the manager, John Boyle, 
moved to the east coast to Coral Porcelain, which made pieces that were like those of Nautilus. 

David, concluding the Forum                                     Three crested cups and saucers made by Nautilus 

Above: all the items that were discussed in the Forum 
 
Next on the agenda was a talk by Simon on Retailers’ Marks, Continued. This was Part 2, which covered 
second period retailers’ marks. [This Article is to follow in a subsequent issue of the Newsletter, so no 
discussion of it is given here.  Part 1 of Simon’s talk on Retailers’ Marks is later in this Newsletter] This was 
followed by comments and discussion, which continued over refreshments. 
 
Then Paul Tubb talked about American Belleek.  [we hope that a 
full article will be available for a forthcoming Newsletter]   
 
He had distributed a handout covering the 14 companies that 
produced wares marked “Belleek” in the USA between 1883 and 
1929. These were mostly in Trenton but a few in Ohio. In 1883 
Brewer, of Ott & Brewer, went to an exhibition that included 
Belleek and was able to reproduce the nacreous glaze. He then 
went on to other companies. Later, Belleek won a case against 
Morgan in 1929 to prevent use of the name. After this there wasn’t 
a market for fine porcelain in the USA because of the Wall Street 
crash. Paul went through the companies in his list, showing the 
marks used and examples of wares, some of which were very like 
Belleek pieces. Lenox is still in production, the only one of the fourteen. They produced tableware for most of 
the US presidents. Lenox and Willets were the only ones to make baskets. 

 
Above: Morgan Belleek cup and saucer and its mark 
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Before winding up the proceedings and departing, 
the draw was made for the annual raffle.  
 

The winners were: Bev and Chris, large nautilus on 
orange coral; Eileen and Bernard, Celtic fruit bowl; 
Chris and David, shell salt with mussel spoon, and a 
copy of the Old Photograph Album; and Menna 
Lloyd, Trademark Pitcher. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Pictures: Left: Bev Marvell – very happy with the first prize in the raffle, Chris Reynolds wins the Old Photograph Album.  
Middle: Paul Ewings with the Celtic bowl won by Eileen and Bernard Burgham (see earlier in the Newsletter), Chris again, 
being thanked by Paul for hosting the meeting, Simon Whitlock is thanked for his talk. Right: Chris also won the shell salt 
and spoon; David Reynolds also thanked for hosting the meeting and David again! Thanked for hosting the Forum. 
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Autumn Meeting 
Newark-on-Trent  
 

Weekend 27th and  28th October 
Hosts: Elaine and Paul Ewings 
 

Saturday 27th October   
Tour of Newark Castle 
 

After a mild, dry autumn an icy blast from the Arctic with sleet showers arrived for the start of our Belleek 
weekend in Newark. Nevertheless, an intrepid group of Belleekers met at Newark Castle on the Saturday 
afternoon for a guided tour led by two knowledgeable volunteers. 

 
We learned that, for political reasons, the 
building was not a castle but a bishop’s 
palace and the river flowing past is not the 
Trent but the Devon! It was built around 
1135 by the Bishop of Lincoln. The 
notorious King John died there in 1216, and 
Newark was besieged three times during the 
English Civil War, 1642–46, eventually 
being captured by Cromwellian forces. 
 
The seemingly ruined castle hides many 
areas that are out of sight behind locked 
doors. After a bracing trip up the tower to 
admire the view we were shown the 
historically important gatehouse, which is the 
best-preserved Norman castle gatehouse in 
Britain. A recent archaeological dig has 
revealed further stone walls, which will be 
covered with a viewing platform when the 
area undergoes alterations to improve access. 
 
We were taken to the debtors’ dungeon, a 
gruesome place from a time when life had 
little value unless you had money. We also 
climbed down a wooden ladder into the 
torture dungeon, which the Victorians had 
lined with brick and used as an ice house! 
Several members of the Knights Templar 
were incarcerated in the dungeons and left 
their symbols on the walls. In contrast, 
visiting nobility could pay to stay in relative 
luxury. 
 

The undercroft allowed us the opportunity to try on helmets, feel the weight of 
chain mail and test different types of sword. The tour gave a real insight into what life must have been like 
during turbulent times.  
                                                                                                        Above: Joanna Urbanek modelling a Helmet 
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Jan Golaszewski with a sword, Elaine Ewings with a boot 
 
Saturday Evening Dinner at Zizzi’s 

 
On Saturday evening we enjoyed an Italian meal 
in a Victorian ‘Arts and Crafts style’ building 
(shown above left) that was formerly a coffee 
house built to promote the cause of temperance 
and lure farmers away from the town’s pubs. 
Nowadays the Zizzi restaurant ironically serves 
alcohol. 
 
This was a very popular meal as we all got a 
complimentary Limoncello! 
 
Now you see an enormous pizza ….and now it’s 
gone! Ed: it’s one of my best tricks! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
As it was still raining hard, we all rushed back to The Grange Hotel (above), where 
most of us were staying, and found a nice cosy spot in the bar for more chat over a 
drink. 
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Sunday 28th October 
On Sunday morning we 
met at the Palace 
Theatre, which opened 
in 1920 and is now part 
of a complex with the 
National Civil War 
Centre. After unpacking 
our Belleek in the 
Byron Room, some 
Members began to 
walk the Civil War 
trail around the town. 
However, this was 
thwarted by some 
heavy showers. 
 
Sheltering from the 
rain under the 
bandstand. 
 
Old town 
pump and 
bear baiting 
post 
 
 
Back at 
Newark 
Castle 
 
 
 
Newark Market was on. This was a rather nice specialist 
stall selling ‘philosophical’ plaques and old tools 
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Sunday Lunch at the Prince Rupert 
 
We all met up at the Prince Rupert pub for a lavish 
Sunday lunch. This timber-framed medieval building 
dating from 1452 is full of character and retains its sense 
of history. 

What a lovely room for lunch. 

Look what we bought from the tools stall! 
 
 
 

What – Fish and Chips for Sunday lunch! 
 
 
 
Some of us outside the pub 
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Sunday Meeting at the Palace Theatre 
 
Suitably replete after lunch, we returned to our room 
at the theatre for the afternoon meeting.  

 
Patrick 
demonstrating 
how to be a 
Dame – theatre 
Pantomime Ad 
 
Tables laid out 
with WW1 and 
other souvenir 
and crested 
wares (town 
and family, 
Belleek and 
non-Belleek) 
 
 

 
Our Chairman Paul Tubb  
welcomed everyone and apologies were passed on.  
 
In Group matters, Bev and Chris Marvell commented on 
their visit to Northern Ireland the previous week. They 
had met with Patricia McCauley and Fergus Cleary at the 
Pottery, they reported that UK overseas member Johanna 
Purdon’s Hope Mug had been the best seller at the 
Visitor Centre for 2 months. They stayed at the ‘Carlton’ 
(now the Glen Eden!) Hotel in Belleek which had re-
opened but then closed again… then opened specially for 
us – we were the only guests! They called in to see UK 
members living in Northern Ireland; Roy and Rose 
Hollihead and Paddy and Tracy McKee who send their 
greetings. 
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The next meeting in 2019 is being arranged by Paul 
Tubb, this is scheduled for 23/24 March in 
Bournemouth or, if this doesn’t work out with the 
hotel, in Stourbridge. 
 
Bev and Chris Marvell will host the AGM in 
Draycott, Derbyshire, on 27/28 July, which will 
be the 30th anniversary of the foundation of our 
Group. 
 
On the weekend of 18–20 October it is hoped there 
will be a joint UK/Northern Ireland/overseas 
visitor get-together at or near Belleek Pottery. 
[Ssh - This is to mark Fergus’s retirement, but it is 
meant to be a secret!] 
 
After the last AGM, Joanna Urbanek had visited the 
Arts Museum in Madeira and discovered that a pair 
of Belleek Henshall baskets was on show. 
 
The Tubbs had been in Ireland in the summer. A 
strange tureen in mottled grey had been seen 
recently on the TV programme Bargain Hunt. A 
very similar piece (right) was bought by Paul and 
Pat; it is very unusual with a nice early mark. 
 
Paul Tubb had brought his father’s medals to show 
us (right). As a member of the Royal Berkshire 
Regiment he went to France in 1916 and fought in 
several major battles. Later he was taken prisoner in 
Germany. He bartered his watch for a loaf of bread 
for his group. He was repatriated in January 1919, 
but signed up again for the regiment. He fought in 
Persia and India, and returned to the UK in 1934. 
Like many of that generation, he never talked about 
his experiences in the war. 
 
Next, Brian Carruthers was welcomed as a new 
Member who was known to many of us as a dealer 
in Belleek.  Often seen at the NEC Antiques for 
Everyone fairs as “Bac to Basics” Antiques. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Fabulous 1st period mark on the bowl 
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Talk on World War 1 Military Commemoratives an excellent talk by Brian Carruthers. 
 
This year, we’ve been 
remembering the 
centenary of the end 
of WW1. In the 19th 
century, the coming 
of the railways meant 
that people went on 
holiday and started 
collecting souvenirs.  
The Staffordshire 
Potteries were the 
powerhouse of the 
industry. 
 
Initially the Great 
War was popular, and 
a million men 
volunteered. 
However, the 
machine gun had 
been commercialised 
and the war became 
mechanised.  
 

Trench warfare was 
another major 
challenge. Tanks were 
introduced in 1915, and 
biplanes and zeppelins 
made their mark. The 
war led to social 
change, with women 
working in the 
factories.  
 
In Stoke, all these facts 
were captured in 
commemorative pieces 
and crested china, such 
as submarines and 
tanks. These were still 
obtained as souvenir 
items that were 
affordable. Also, most 
people smoked and 
many used matchbox 
covers, some of which 
were personalised. 
 
Jug and plate 
described on the 
following page 
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Another major factor was the Royal Family. George V came to the throne in 1910. He had been in the Royal 
Navy, and he and Queen Mary visited the troops at the front, which boosted morale. In WW1 there were 
generals who were celebrities, such as Kitchener and Roberts, and they were also shown on commemorative 
items. 
 
The troops kept up their trench humour. A character called “Old Bill” was reproduced by Grimwade’s Pottery, 
and raised morale both at home and in the trenches. The jug (previous page, bottom left) says “Coiffure in the 
Trenches, Keep yer’ ead still, or I’ll ‘ave yer blinkin ear off”. The plate (previous page bottom right) has a 
poem which starts “Sleep on my Brothers, You were England’s pride and glory, exhausted you fell down upon 
the way …”. Such items kept the Potteries going. All the big manufacturers in Stoke produced pieces. 
Department stores in London and elsewhere commissioned items. Carlton, Arcadian and Willow produced 
pieces by the thousand, whereas Goss made surprisingly little. Shops acted as agents for china with the crest of 
a particular town. The most common crest is Blackpool, as people holidayed there.  
 

Allied flags (before 1917 as the USA is not among them)… and the Germans had their commemoratives too. 
 
The Americans entered the war in 1917, which swung the balance in favour of the allies. The guns fell silent on 
signing of the armistice on 11th November 1918. The Stoke potteries produced pieces celebrating the peace, 
some cheap, others more expensive, and women continued as skilled workers. 

 
Brian specialises in these 
commemorative pieces and there are 
many collectors. At the NEC (15–18 
Nov. 2018) he is going to present a 
special display of peace wares and 
George V memorabilia. Members 
were given the opportunity to 
examine the many pieces that Brian 
had brought along. 
 

Brian’s really excellent talk was 
greatly appreciated by the Belleekers 
present. 
 
Members chatting with Brian over 
his extensive display of 
commemoratives 
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Forum - Belleek Armorial and Crested 
Wares led by Simon Whitlock.  
 
First, Simon gave an update on his previous 
presentation. Looking for Belleek armorials on a 
shelf of many pieces is like looking for a needle 
in a haystack. One helpful tip is that Belleek 
never put gilding on armorial pieces. Simon 
presented a slide show of rarer shapes. Sometimes 
common crests are on rare shapes and vice versa. 
He has found 13 Irish crests and 8 Scottish. 
Dublin is the commonest. The only English one 
found to date is for Southend on Sea. 

 
Members then proceeded to 
comment on the pieces they 
had brought for display and 
discussion, these covered the 
souvenir type crested ‘trinket’ 
pieces and older pieces with 
specific family crests. A family 
crest is the top part of the 
family coat of arms. 
 
Right: Perth and Cork  
 
David Reynolds showed a 
piece with a crest very similar 
to the Belleek trademark 
(saucer, above left). He also 
had two Nautilus pieces and a 
monogrammed hexagon plate 
attributed to the Mayor of 
Devizes. 
 
Joanna Urbanek (right) had 
Goss and Nautilus items of 
sentimental value.  
 
Pat Tubb showed a few crested 
pieces (left, a sweet little 
teapot) from Newcastle, 
County Down, none of them 
Belleek. 
 
Jan Golaszewski had a piece 
fashioned as a clip with five 
rifle bullets (left). It is 
Arcadian, with the crest of 
Highams Park near his home, 
probably a WW1 souvenir. 
 
Paul Ewings showed his Goss 
Queen Victoria 
commemoratives (right). 
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Paul also showed a Goss Irish 
pot with a Belper crest. Also 
Belleek plain blanks of a dairy 
creamer and a toy shell jug 
with limpet shell panel.  
 
Paul also had a Belleek ring-
handle coffee cup and saucer 
(left) with the Holland family 
crest (see Newsletter June 
2017 37-1).  
 

 
Bev and Chris had an Echinus plate 
(above right) with the same crest 
(right), the copper plate is at the 
Pottery. The Holland family had 
obviously bought more than one 
service from Belleek. 
 
Chris Marvell had brought Belleek 
examples with family crests. 
Examples from Doctor Ternan’s 
earthenware service and Thorn 

dessert set, (above left) (Newsletter July 2014 35/2), another patron who bought many 
services from Belleek. He also displayed a pair of Greek dessert plates, painted in 
enamel style probably by Gertrude Johnston, with the Johnson family crest (right) - 
the copper plate for this is still at the Pottery. Also, an Echinus tea plate from a tea set 
with an unusual dragon and lion crest (left) which he believes is the crest of the 
Fitzpatricks, again the copper plate is at the Pottery. Chris had a top tip concerning the 
difference between Echinus plates which have five ‘rays’ and saucers with six rays!  

And then the most important family crest of 
all! A Belleek crayfish salt made for the 
then Prince of Wales was shown, crest 
shown right, and yes, the copper plate for it 
is still at the Pottery! 
 

Simon says to keep looking for all those rare 
pieces! 
 
The meeting concluded with the usual 
thanks and gifts… 

 
 …presented to 
Brian, Simon, and 
Paul and Elaine 
for hosting the 
meeting… 
 
…then a safe 
journey home. 
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Belleek Christmas Plates 1970 – 2004. 
By Paul Tubb 

 

From 1970 to 2004 Belleek produced annual Christmas plates which form an interesting and collectible group 
of plates in 6 distinct series. This article is simply an account of these plates with an image of each one. 
 

The first series of six 9 inch diameter plates were decorated with impressed designs of places and people 
connected with north west Ireland. They are:- 
 

1970 Castle Caldwell 
1971 17th century cross from the Book of Durrow 
1972 The Flight of the Earls, in the form of birds 
1973 William Butler Yeats Headstone. The Epitaph is printed on the reverse 
1974 Devenish Isle in Loch Erne 
1975 An Untitled Cross 
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The second series of eight plates, again of 9 inch diameter, with impressed representations of the fauna of 
Ireland. They are:- 
 

1976 A Dove and Starburst 
1977 The Wren in the Firs 
1978 A Leaping Salmon 
1979 A Hare at Rest 
1980 The Hedgehog 
1981 The Red Squirrel 
1982 The Irish Seal 
1983 The Red Fox 
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The third series of four plates, again 9 inches in diameter but with a central transfer print of some of the 
flora of Ireland. They are:- 
 
 

1984 Sorbur Hibernica, Irish Whitebeam 
1985 Erica Erigena, a Sprig of Heather 
1986 Rosa Hibernica, the Irish Rose 
1987 Inula Salicina, the Irish Fleabane 
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The fourth series of seven 8 inch diameter plates also had a central transfer print of a subject representing 
some aspects of Christmas in Ireland. The final four of this series were also marked as “Holiday Scenes in 
Ireland”.  When first issued, the intention seemed to be to produce a set of only four plates – this was then 
however extended to the seven finally produced.  The full list is:- 
 

1988 Christmas Eve Homecoming  
1989 Ringing in the Holiday 
1990 Santa Claus preparing for Christmas 
1991 Travelling Home 
1992 Bearing Gifts 
1993 The Carol Singers 
1994 Ice Skaters 
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The fifth series reverted to 9 inch diameter plates with the centre portion being impressed representations of 
the Christmas story. They are:- 
 

1995 Three Kings 
1996 The Shepherds 
1997 The Annunciation by the angel Gabriel to Mary 
1998 The arrival of Mary and Joseph at Bethlehem  
1999 No Room at the Inn 
2000 The Holy Family 
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The sixth and final series are also 9 inch diameter plates depicting various angels in transfer printed centre 
pieces. These are:- 
 

2001 Angel of Love 
2002 Angel of Harmony 
2003 Angel of Faith 
2004 Angel of Peace 
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Following these 35 Christmas plates the pottery began to produce what they called “Annual Plates” which were 
of twelve sided form and varied between 9 and 8 inches in diameter.  The first four of these Annual Plates 
(2005-2008) are now illustrated. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Image acknowledgements: 
 

1970 Ebay seller virginterritory              1971 Ebay seller paxanwolf 
1972 Etsy     1973 Ebay seller firstandmain 
1974,1977 Ebay seller bidmn   1975,1976 Ebay seller tommytucker402 
1978 Ebay seller ala-baug    1979 Ebay seller imatreasurepeddler 
1980 Ebay seller sues570    1981 Ebay seller smiffymjs 
1982,1997 Ebay seller clairted   1983 Ebay seller jd4mykids 
1984,1985,1986,1987 David Reynolds  1988,1990-3,2003-8 Ebay seller jaw41 
1989 Ebayseller smchicago   1994 Ebay seller tktreasures13 
1995 Ebay seller jim_hockey_cards   1996 Ebayseller replacementsltd 
1998 Ebay seller shanfields-meyers   1999,2002 Ebay seller the-antique-company 
2000 Ebay seller silly-sills    2001 Ebay seller whisk3ykeith 
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Retailers’ and Similar Marks 
Part I - First Period 
 

by Simon Whitlock  
 
This is the first of two articles which look at what I describe generally 
as ‘retailer type marks’, these can be found alongside or as a 
replacement for the usual Belleek black marks.  
 

I have placed these marks into three categories:- 
 Belleek Retailer marks 
 Institutional (non-retailer) marks  
 ‘Future Research’, marks that I have not found any information 

on yet! 
 

Marks found in the second period onwards will be covered in a future 
article (Part II).  
 
D McBirney and Co, Belleek and Dublin  
 
Perhaps the best known retailers mark is the ’home grown’ ‘David 
McBirney & Co Belleek Fermanagh Ireland’ mark which appears 
numerous times on items such as Tridacna and Echinus tea pots and 
kettles (inside the lid) (above, right).  In addition to this familiar 
Belleek trademark, there is a more unusual banner for ‘McBirney & 
Co Dublin’ (below, a copper plate engraving at the Pottery). To date, I 
have not seen a piece with this banner and can only presume was used 
on Belleek sold through the McBirney Dublin store.  

 
The McBirney Aston Quay shop premises (above, right) in Dublin still survives and is currently occupied by 
Supervalu, an Irish grocery chain.  
 
Mortlock, London 
 
John Mortlock was a major well known retailer at 204 Oxford Street, 
London. There are two versions of their mark, which are shown here. 

 
 
The mark right 
incorporates the 
Belleek first period 
mark, whereas the 
mark left is 
Mortlock specific. 
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Left: An original copper plate from the Pottery. 
 
Several examples of Belleek with Mortlock marks 
exist today on quite elaborate pieces such as the 
Prince of Wales comport and highly decorated 
Echinus tea services shown below. 

 
This is an extract from Herbert Fry’s book of 1889 
which describes how, at the time, Mortlock’s clientele 
stretched from royalty to the well-to-do who could 
afford the finest products from around the world:-  
 
‘In OXFORD STREET and ORCHARD STREET, W., 
are situated the famous and Historical OLD POTTERY 
GALLERIES OF MORTLOCK'S. Established so far 
back as the middle of the last century, they have 
continued uninterruptedly in direct line of the same 
family: JOHN MORTLOCK, 1746; WILLIAM 
MORTLOCK, 1777; JOHN and WILLIAM 
MORTLOCK, 1801; JOHN MORTLOCK, 1812; JOHN 
MORTLOCK and SIMON STURGES, 1835; JOHN 
MORTLOCK, 1840; JOHN MORTLOCK, JUNE., 1872. "Stet fortuna domus.“ Let the Fortune of the House 
Stand The productions of the firm have deservedly acquired a world-wide reputation. The Galleries are 
constantly honoured with visits from Members of the Royal Family, and Representatives of other European 
Courts, and are the favourite resort for the élite of Society.  
 
American visitors also patronize the Galleries in large numbers. Probably in no other country in Europe is 
such a Magnificent Collection of Pottery, Porcelain, and Glass to be seen, the most eminent fabricants of the 
world being represented. Mortlock's Designs, Models, and Colourings are chiefly registered, and distinguished 
by the most refined taste and artistic merit. To avoid their Designs being copied by inferior makers a Catalogue 
is not published, but Samples sent, carriage paid to all parts. Mortlock's have never aimed at "Cheapness”, but 
supply Dinner Services from 21s. and upwards, and other services at equally moderate prices’ 
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There was a second store, which was run by John’s uncle, William (1801 – 1879) based in Regent Street, also 
in London, where he was assisted by his two sons, William and Frederick, until the business was closed in 
1896. There is no evidence, so far, that Belleek was traded from that store with a special Mortlock Regent 
Street mark.  
 
The Oxford Street business traded under John 
George Mortlock and subsequently his 
children until the company ceased trading in 
1930.  
 
Since this date, the premises have passed 
through several hands and was finally pulled 
down to make way for the latest incarnation of 
204 Oxford Street as a branch of ‘Schuh’ a 
shoe retailer from Scotland.  
 
Right: Advert for Mortlock from 1882, 
quoting a letter written in 1808  
 
Searching the internet, I have also found some 
interesting Mortlock retailer marks used on 
other manufacturers ware. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Regent Street store marks seem to be few and far between compared with Oxford Street.  Note also a mention 
of an outlet on Orchard Street. 
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Barnicott and Banfield, Sydenham. Kent 
 
Used a similar design to the Mortlock mark with the outer roundel and the Belleek first period mark to the 
centre (it may be that further into the first period, the Pottery started to find their feet and standardise some of 
these markings). We can confirm though, that the ‘roundel retail mark’ was in use prior to 1874. 
 
The Crystal Palace was built in 1851 in Hyde Park for the Great Exhibition and was 3 times larger than St 
Paul’s Cathedral. Queen Victoria opened the 1851 Exhibition and then three years later returned to open the 
rebuilt version which was moved piece by piece to Penge Hill. It was the Victorian version of our modern day 
shopping malls with many traders. 
 
Barnicott and Banfield were based in 
‘Hass Court’, in the new exhibition hall, at 
the China and Glass Court and is known to 
have traded between 1860 and 1874. 
 
Right: Crystal Palace on Penge Hill. 
 
The only snippet of information, other 
than mentions in the Crystal Palace News 
and adverts in the London Evening 
Standard, was  a notice to wind up and 
close the Barnicott and Banfield business:- 
 
“James Barnicott, Henry Banfield, Aldus 
Manutius Barnicott, China and Glass. 
Merchants, carrying on business at the 
Crystal Palace, Sydenham, in the county 
of Kent, under the style or firm of 
Barnicott and Banfield, was dissolved on 
the 2nd day of February, 1874.—Dated 
this 29th day of May 1874” 
 
Not many pieces have been seen with this mark.  

 
Left: Mark on 
the base of a 
large Belleek 
Nautilus on 
Coral shell.   
 
Right: Barnicott 
and Banfield 
retailer’s mark 
for Mintons. 
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Compton Hotel, Liverpool 
 
The Compton Hotel (below) is the first of our ‘Institution’ type 
marks. It was based in Church Street, Liverpool.  

 
Above is the only known example of the 
mark I have seen, it is from a large Belleek 
earthenware platter sold some 10 years ago 
on ebay.  
 
There was another retailer in Church Street 
who also used their own special Belleek 
retailer mark and this was Robinson and 
Cleaver (to be covered in part II). Although 
the Compton Hotel mark is not strictly a 
‘Retailer Mark’ this falls into the second 
‘Institutional’ category as these marks were 
used on pieces for use within the hotel rather 
than for general sale. 
 
The history of the hotel is quite interesting. It 
was situated in Church Street in Liverpool 
which was and is still a major shopping 
street in the city. The old hotel burnt down in 
1867 and the new replacement hotel was 
quite impressive. It is likely their specially 
marked pieces were ordered to coincide with 
the opening of the ‘new’ hotel by William 
Russell who was proprietor at this time. The 
Hotel occupied the first floor upwards. On 
the ground floor, was a row of shops.  
 
Left: Compton Hotel advertisement 
 
Trends change and the fortunes of business 
ventures fluctuate with the times and 
unfortunately, for the Compton, it closed in 
1927. Marks and Spencer Stores moved in 
and have remained there ever since. It is 
good to see a building surviving through to 
2018, although the tall turrets which gave the 
building a lot of character have been 
removed. 
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 Whyte & Sons, Dublin 
 
Our journey heads back to Dublin to Whyte and Sons (or 
Whyte and Company) in Marlborough Street (shown right). 
 Although the same mark, two different colourways (below 

left), in black and 
red/puce have been 
observed over the years.  
 
Whyte and Sons also had 
their own customised 
retailer mark for the front 
of a small jug to advertise 
the business in George 
Street.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Right: Advertising diary cream 
jug for George Street 
 
Below: Advertisement card 
 
 

 
 
While looking for information on 
Whyte and Co, I found this interesting 
snippet from History Ireland:- 
 

 
“Whyte and Company, began as the sole agent for Waterford glass in the earlier nineteenth century, retailed 
Belleek wares, as well as both English and Continental china and earthenware, at their two premises in 
Marlborough Street … As well as retailing glass they were noted as manufacturers of engraved glass in 1880. 
 
The business seems to have done well, with the opening of new showrooms in Georges Street and Exchequer 
Street Dublin in later years”. 
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By 1887 James Adam Whyte, to whom the business had now passed to, founded a new auction company on St. 
Stephen's Green, initially as a general estate auctioneer. He also diversified into education, opening “Whytes 
Academy”, a Grammar School. Whyte's glass and china merchants, in Marlborough Street and South Great 
George's Street continued. The retail business continued many more years, but was closed by 1960. The 
‘Whyte’ businesses, were handed down through the generations to Ian Whyte who then concentrated on 
Auctioneering. By the 1980s and 1990’s the auction house specialised and concentrated on Irish books and 
manuscripts, ephemera, sports and entertainment memorabilia, militaria and antique toys. The Auction Rooms 
in Marlborough Street are a few doors down from their former showrooms. Since 2000 following an Irish Art 
Auction, the business has evolved and expanded rapidly, moving to Molesworth Street. Today, Whytes are 
renowned for their quarterly sales of Irish Art. 
 
P Jones, Dublin 
 
Again this is a very similar 
design to the mark used for 
Whyte and Co. P Jones was 
on Westmoreland Street, 
Dublin. This mark only 
came to light recently and 
is shown right on a copper 
plate (mark to the left) on 
display at the Ulster 
Museum, Belfasr.  
 

The only reference I could find was that they were retailers of glassware around 1874. With this mark being 
produced specially for them by Belleek, it is likely they supplied ceramics too. 
 

No Belleek with this mark has been seen. 
 
Callinan & Co, Dublin 
 
Our next retailer is Callinan and Co of Suffolk Street, Dublin. Looking 
at the copper engraving, the usual first period Belleek trademark is 
missing from the centre.  Did Belleek add a first period mark (or second 
period) to the centre of the banner or was this a decorative panel added 
to, for example, the front of an earthenware jug? 

 
Left: 25 Suffolk Street today 
 
There is little information on 
Callinan and Co. A search of the 
National Library of Ireland website 
produced evidence of a planning 
application and permission for 25 
Suffolk Street which featured in the 

Irish Times of 23rd December 1869. The business was described as a ‘China Warehouse’. Also in the same 
notice was reference to a further address in Grafton Street. Was this a separate shop? I can find no further 
mention in records for Grafton Street.  There is however, evidence that the business was still trading in July 
1883 in Suffolk Street but nothing following this date. 
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T Dockrell Sons & Co, Dublin 
 
This is an interesting mark as it follows the design format of family crests using the outer ring in the form of a 
belt and buckle and crest to centre. Here is a ‘Johnson’ family crest to illustrate the similarities. 
 

Left: Copper plate at the Pottery. Also, 
the crest from a Greek plate for the 
Johnson family with ‘Nunquam Non 
Paratus’.   
 
Dockrell Sons and Co are mentioned in 
the Irish Builder February 1st Issue, 
1881, in South Great George Street, 
Dublin. They are described as 
manufacturers of stained  glass, marble 
works, marble merchants, roman cement 
and plaster of paris dealers, art and metal 
work. They are  listed as trading between 
1871 and the early 1950’s. 

 
 
Wm Curtis & Sons Wholesale Agents, Dublin 
 
Curtis operated from 98/99 Middle Abbey Street, 
Dublin. Once again, there is very little information 
available. The only record I could find was claim 
paperwork dated 26th April, 1916, confirming that their 
premises were destroyed in the 1916 Dublin rebellion. 
The claim paperwork described WM Curtis and Sons 
Limited as a Brass and Copper Works. At the present 
time we cannot establish any sale of ceramics or similar 
connections. 
 
This has a ‘Belt’ style roundel and Belleek mark in the 
centre. 
 
 
 
Henry Kerrill Sanitary Engineer, Dublin 
 
From records at ‘Library Ireland.com’, Henry L Kerrill is listed in 
Thom’s Almanac and official directory for 1862:-  
 
“Henry Kerill 92 Upper Dorset Street Dublin, Suppliers of Sanitary 
Ware”.  
 
No other information has been found for this business and nothing 
around the time of the uprising for fire/damage claims so it is quite 
likely that they had already ceased trading by the turn of the 
century? 
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Above: Belleek sink, example of the type of item Kerrills would have supplied.  The premises still exist and 
stand on what is now the main N1 route out of Dublin city.  It is now the Studio 92 hairdressers salon. 
 
It is possible that Kerrills may have sold ceramic basins such as those stored in the Collectors Room at Belleek 
along with cisterns and toilet bowls, all with their own retailer mark. The chances of being able to confirm this 
theory are virtually impossible as these pieces do not seem to have survived. 
 
Maple & Co, London  
 
The company was first established by John Maple, who opened a furniture 
shop in Tottenham Court Road, London, but it was his son, John Maple, 
who pushed Maples & Co to be such a huge success. By the 1880’s they 
were the largest furniture store in the world, exporting to many countries 
and were well known throughout the interiors world. Here (below) are two 
examples of the furniture they produced (with the markings). 

 
  
 
 
 
 
 

 
Left: mahogany wardrobe,  
Below right: mahogany chest. 
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The only example of Belleek featuring this mark I have seen is from a large mahogany washstand incorporating 
an earthenware sink with Thorn transfer decoration, shown below right, together with another example of 
an earthenware sink top.  

 
The ceramic top sat in a rather large round wooden stand with a shelf below 
for a large matching earthenware ‘waste jug’. 
 
Left: The mark from the surviving ceramic sink above right. 
 
Maple and Co was eventually taken over by Allied Carpets and then acquired 
by Asda in 1988. In 1997 Maple and Co went into administration but was 
saved by Allders Department Store. Established by Joshua Allder in 
Croydon in 1862, Allders had a chain of department stores across England and 
Wales. Its flagship store in Croydon, at the time, was the third-largest 
department store in the UK. By 2005, Allders failed and entered 
administration. The chain was broken up and sold. On 17 January 2013 the 
store and brand finally ceased trading. 

  
John Nagle, Dublin 

 
This is a most 
interesting mark as it 
is the only retailers 
mark example that 
can be found 
illustrated in the 
1904 Belleek 
Catalogue.  
 
Left: Copper Plate. 
 
Right: ‘Octagon 
Jugs’ #870 and #871 
from the 1904 
catalogue.  
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John Nagle’s father, Patrick was trading at 25 Earl Street North, 
Dublin, from 1850 onwards.  The trading name changed to John 
Nagle when his son inherited the business. The first evidence of 
being at 25 Earl Street North, Dublin, is confirmed in 1888 when 
John Nagle senior’s death was reported. He was 56 and had been an 
Alderman for the borough and described as a merchant. The family 
business then passed to eldest son, John ‘Acky’ Nagle. There were 
two other brothers, James John and Joe Nagle but no evidence 
whether they worked in the business. One of John Nagle’s claim to 
fame is a mention in James Joyce’s book, Ulysses.  
 

The premises, became a full public house (probably by 1902) as well 
as continuing as wine and spirits merchants. All but the front of the 
pub was destroyed in ‘the Rising’. The building had been finished 
with a distinctive large arch and oriel window. The facade was 
described as a new addition to the older, Georgian building. Totally 
burnt out and destroyed, the premises were demolished in 1917 and 
later rebuilt. (right) 

 
 
 
 
 
Nagles pub became Madigans, the renowned watering hole for 
literary giants, Joyce, Behan and Kavanagh. Madigans, today, is 
still very much a traditional Irish Pub with food, drink, music and 
craic served up every day in North Earl Street. 
 
 

 
Clery’s Restaurant (Department Store), 
Dublin  
 

This mark falls into the ‘Institutional’ section as Belleek 
wares would have been for use in Clery’s restaurant 
within their department store and probably not on items 
they may have sold.   
 

Their premises were totally destroyed in the 1916 
rising. Likely found on pieces of earthenware such as 
milk jugs/pitchers. It is highly unlikely any examples 
survived.   
 
 
Left: The burnt out remains of the building in 1916 
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The current Clery’s building, post 
1916, is quite iconic, its clock is the 
meeting point for generations of 
Dublin residents. During their 162-
year history Clery’s has experienced 
three changes of name, multiple 
owners and two previous bankruptcies. 
Newspaper articles in recent years 
described the store as tired and lacking 
a desire to do well. Clery’s ceased 
trading in June 2015  
 
Right: Clery’s in more modern times 
before closure 
 
 
And Finally… 
 
Here is evidence of other retailer marks used on Belleek wares. 
Two of these used the ‘belt roundel’. Unfortunately, all efforts to 
find anything about these last three marks below drew a total 
blank. If anyone can spread any extra light on these or indeed has a 
piece in their collection then please send images to Chris Marvell 
(Editor) for inclusion in a future newsletter. 
 

Chemical body 
Opaque Porcelain 
 
Ross Murray & Co 
Dublin 
 
John McCall & Co 
London Ring Dish 
Patent 
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The Allinghams 
 

By Eddie Murphy 
 

A while ago I brought out of an auction a set of 4 Hexagon Coffee cups and saucers, a large hexagon sugar 
bowl, a cauldron creamer and 2 star plates.  All of these items had shamrocks painted on them and all were 
second period 1891-1926. (illustrated below) 

 
Linda and I decided to go and fetch them from the auction house as they were not that far away and we did not 
want to take the risk of getting them posted.  Upon picking them up, Linda said “I think you’ve paid an awful 
lot for these”, but I replied that I did really like them and wanted them  - as collectors I’m sure you know how I 
felt. 
 
 
Once we had returned home, Linda said that she 
noticed they were rather dirty and would wash 
them before finding a place to put them. All of a 
sudden Linda remarked that somebody had been 
writing on the base of them, then she said that 
someone had put their initials on as well.  I went 
into the kitchen and looked closely at the pieces: 
the initials were  M. A. and E. A.  Another one 
had M. Allingham written in full.  Then the penny 
dropped: we had heard of the Allingham sisters.  
With this extra detail, Linda revised her opinion: 
“You didn’t pay so much after all.”  We were 
both now very pleased with the purchase. 
 

The cup signed by Maud Allingham 
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Above: underside of the cups and 
saucers showing initials and Marks 
on the pieces -in this case second 
period and EA or MA                                                         
 
Left: the star dishes 
 
Below: these are Edith Allingham’s 
initials on the star dishes 

 
    
The hand painted decoration on each of the items in this lot was done 
by either Edith or Maud Allingham. 
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The four Allingham Sisters 
 
Each of the four sisters hand painted ware for Belleek.  They were born and lived in Ballyshannon, about 7 
miles from the Belleek Pottery. The sisters were Edith, Maud, Catherine and Louise.  They also had a brother 
William Herbert who was born in Ballyshannon in 1872 and sadly died at the age of 24 in 1896.  
 
Their Father was Hugh Allingham, half-brother to William Allingham.   
 
William Allingham was the famous writer and poet.  Here is some 
information about him. 
 

 Born March 19th 1824 in Ballyshannon and died November 18th 
1889 in Hampstead, London age 65 but his ashes were brought 
back and buried in Ballyshannon.  

 He married Helen Patterson who became the famous water 
colour painter 1848-1926.   

 He worked in the provincial bank in Ballyshannon and also held 
a post in the customs house.   

 In 1870 he moved to London 
 He wrote the famous poem “the fairies” published in Ireland 

1850 amongst other literature 
 The Allingham Arms Hotel in Bundoran was named after him. 

 
 
 
Shown here : 
 
Upper right: William 
Allingham 
 
Right: Helen Allingham 
née Patterson 
 
Left: Helen’s 
watercolour of William  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Left: Helen’s 
watercolour of a cottage 
in Ballyshannon. 
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William Allingham’s poem “The Fairies” 
 
     
                                                                                                                                                                                                                   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The name “Allingham” is well represented in Ballyshannon.  And as you come off the road from Belleek and 
turn right into Ballyshannon you are crossing the Allingham Bridge (shown below with detail)… 



UK Belleek Collectors’ Group Newsletter 39/2 December 2018 
 

Page 58 

 
 …and just up the hill past the bank 
on Castle Street on the right is 
Allingham court (left). 
   
There is a possibility that the 
Allingham family lived at this 
house. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Allingham Arms Hotel 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Above left: the Provincial Bank, where Hugh Allingham was the manager.  Inside this building is a bust of 
William Allingham (above right).  
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Hugh Allingham  
 

 Was born on 25th April 1845 and died April 14th 1922 in Ballyshannon.   
 He married Louisa Day, who was born in Sutton, Cheshire.   
 The marriage was in Worcester in the summer of 1871. 
 Father of the four “Allingham girls” 
 Louisa died aged 55 in 1906.   
 Hugh was employed as a bank official/clerk and then manager at the Provincial Bank at the bottom of 

Castle Street. 
 He was also a member of the Royal Irish Academy 
 He was the author of “History and Antiques” 
 It seems the family lived in the Mall, Ballyshannon and later in Castle Street. 

 
 
Their house in the Mall 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Given their background, it was not surprising the Allingham girls were very artistic. 
 
From the 1901 census we have: 
 

 Hugh age 55 - head of family, bank official 
 Louisa age 51 - wife 
 Edith age 26 - artist 
 Maud Isabella age 24 - artist 
 Catherine Everina age 22 - artist 
 Louise Marie age 21- artist 

 

They all live in the Mall and none of them were married. 
 

Edith married Leonard Joseph Passmore early in the summer of 1907 in Dublin, she had a child that was named 
Hugh Allingham Norman Passmore in 1911.  After the marriage it seemed she no longer painted.  She died 
aged 75 in Withernsea, Yorkshire in March 1949. 
 
From the 1911 Census we have: 
 

 Hugh age 65 widower, manager of Provincial Bank with five children,  four still alive, three still living 
with him. 

 Maud Isabella age 29 watercolour and oil artist. 
 Catherine Everina age 27 artist 
 Louise Mary age 26 artist and flower gardener. 

 
Note the discrepancies in the ages of the girls!  In the 10 years from 1901 to 1911, they only became five years 
older.  Louise Marie also became Louise Mary.  It is quite usual to find errors in these census forms. 
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The 1901 and 1911 census forms 
 

Maud was born 1875 and died in 1948. 
Catherine was born 1877 and died in 1948 also 
Louise was born 1878 and died in 1943.   
 
All were buried in St. Anne’s Cemetery, Ballyshannon along with their father, mother and brother. 
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The Allingham family graves in St. Anne’s Cemetery, Ballyshannon. 
                                                                                                                                                                      
Whilst in Ballyshannon, we heard a story that when the house was finally emptied a big bonfire was made in 
the garden and paintings and effects were all burnt, it seems such a shame if this were true.  The source of this 
information is a person we find credible, so unfortunately it is likely to be true. 
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Examples of other items that were probably painted by the Allingham sisters 
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This is a beautifully painted bone china coffee set, each item signed by either Maud or Louise Allingham.  The 
set is not Belleek, it was made by Aynsley pottery in Stoke-on-Trent (Longton).  Maud and Louise had a long 
career, continuing painting into the 1930s.  This Aynsley set was probably made in the 1920s. 
 
Maud and Louise were the two sisters who were by far the most prolific.  Pieces decorated by Edith and 
Catherine are much more uncommon.  The style of decoration is extremely characteristic – delicately painted 
studies of flowers or foliage (mainly shamrocks) are the only subjects we have encountered.  The artistic “trick” 
of including a pale blue background immediately behind the main flower group, to enhance the overall effect, is 
often used, particularly on larger items.  This is done on the painting of thistles on the Aynsley coffeepot. 
 
Note: it is interesting, given the fact that the Belleek Group eventually bought the Aynsley pottery, that the 
Allinghams, well-known decorators of Belleek, also worked for Aynsley. 
 
Sadly, the Aynsley pottery is now closed. 
 
 
Acknowledgements: 
 
My thanks to Paul Tubb for help in this. 
 
Images of the Aynsley coffee set were supplied by Bev and Chris Marvell. 
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Auction Report  
      - Some exceptional items of Belleek on eBay 

 
Cherub Vase 
… PERFECT condition …12” tall 
Sold for: US$750 , EBay seller: guus539 
Period: First Black 
 
Harp Jug in Blue  
& gold accents. 7" tall x 5" wide. Very Good 
condition 
Sold for: US$463.53, EBay seller: kylescrossroads 
Period: First Black 
 
Harp Jug 
Green, Brown & Gold, 5.5" …excellent 
condition 
Sold for: US$292, EBay seller: stumptownusa 
Period: First Black 
 
Florence Jug 
5 3/8" …Small glaze chip by top rim 
Sold for: US$298, EBay seller: stumptownusa 
Period: First Black, No.2 
 
Quiver Vase 
7.75”. A few small chips to the inside top rims 
Sold for: US$498, EBay seller: stumptownusa 
Period: First Black 
 
 

Ivy Stump Spill  
6" high and has brown colored vines …excellent 
condition 
Sold for: US$94, EBay seller: upintheattic1 
Period: First Black 
 
LEINSTER EPERGNE 
4 flower tubes …Rims have scalloped design …interior 
& base in Yellow Lustre. 
CONDITION EXCELLENT 
Sold for: US$350, EBay seller: simdodestatefinds 
Period: Third Black 
 
Branch Cane Spill Vase  
reasonably good condition with no chips or crazing  … 
firing crack visible on internal surface of one holder 
Sold for: £135, EBay seller: blacklion34 
Period: First  Black 
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CLAM SHELL AND GRIFFIN 
on base of sea shells …chips on 
griffin's wings & tail, chip on one 
shell base 
Sold for: US$475, EBay seller: 
ogallerieauctions, Period: First Black 
 
SHELL OPEN SALT ON THE 
BACK OF A SEAHORSE 
beige/sandy coloured edges .. some 
damage on shell with 2 nibbles on 
edge & small hairline in central area 
of shell 
Sold for: £65.47, EBay seller: 
storvillaqueen, Period: Second Black 
 
Cardium on Coral 
2.5" …excellent condition 
Sold for: US$111.50 
EBay seller: stumptownusa 
Period: First Black (in red) 
 
IMPERIAL SHELL 
tinted green …slight chip to one 
shells on base 
Sold for: US$500  
EBay seller: ogallerieauctions 
Period: Second Black 
 
Coral & Nautilus Shell Vase 
[turquoise] 
Fleabite nick to lip; otherwise 
good condition. About 5.25” high, 
6.5” wide 
Sold for: US$88 
EBay seller: lackeyant  
Period: First Black 
 
Imperial Shell Centerpiece 
9.5" x 7", height 7.75". excellent 
condition 
Sold for: US$848.30, EBay seller: 
stumptownusa, Period: Second Black 
 
Orange Coral Victoria 
Cream Shell Jug 
vibrantly coloured … just a chip/ loss to orange at front & tiny nick on 
rim edge 
Sold for: £77, EBay seller: victormeldrew, Period: First Black 
 

Nautilus Jug On Shell 
pink fade trim …in beautiful condition, Sold for: £229, EBay seller: floranistas, Period: First Black 
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Frog Paperweight  
printed blue mark …5.25" x 3.25" height 
2.25". Tiny chip to mouth & wear to tint 
Sold for: US$253.30 
EBay seller: stumptownusa 
Period: First Black 
 
Lighthouse 
Height, 7.5” ..Note, the elusive top 
section (candle holder) is missing. 
Underneath top rim is a small lump - 
indicates a chip has been restored … tiny 
flea bite on top rim 
Sold for: £98, EBay seller: 
makada56, Period: First 
Black 
 
Round Basket Flat 
Rod 
7.25" diameter, 2.25" high 
…excellent condition 
Sold for: US$330.99 
EBay seller: stumptownusa 
Period: BELLEEK (R] Co FERMANGH IRELAND 
 
Henshall Twig Basket 
8.25" x 6.5" …weave has 4 spots with chips & one small repair to 
the weave, Sold for: US$278.53, EBay seller: stumptownusa 
Period: 3 Strand 
 
Round Scalloped Basket 
9.25" dia & 3.25" high. Missing 
one leaf, debris in the glaze, no 
repairs found. 
Sold for: US$230.50, EBay seller: 
stumptownusa, Period: 3 Strand, 
Unmarked 
 
Brooch 
made as a trial, just under 2.5”, 
mint & unused. 
Sold for: US$95, EBay seller: guaire, 
Period: circa 2001/2002 
 
Square Basket, 7 ¾” 
excellent condition 
Sold for: US$123.59, EBay seller: 
lauriesloft212, Period: 4 Strand, 
BELLEEK (R] Co FERMANGH 
 
Basket, 9”    excellent condition 

Sold for: US$153.59, EBay seller: lauriesloft212, Period: 4 Strand, BELLEEK (R] Co 
FERMANGH 
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JUGS BROWN TRANSFER 
Good Condition …6.5”Tall. 
Sold for: £120 (Buy it Now) 
EBay seller: northernsoulantiques 
Period: First Black 
 

porridge bowl 
2 small chips on bottom 
…outside hand painted with 
flowers & swan, gold rim 

…height 8cm 
Sold for: £139 
EBay seller: tigh-na-heile 
Period: Second Black 
 

Mug 
[NO CONDITION REPORT] 
Sold for: £46 
EBay seller: pauljeremiahmartin 
Period: Second Black 
 

William III Killefargue 
Orange Lodge plate 

blue printed mark & impressed 
harp …hairline crack running 
from edge…few little firing 
flaws …white also looks dirty 
…approx 6 5/8”  
Sold for: £137 
EBay seller: priscus-collectables 
Period: First Black 
 

Plate Cobalt Blue 
Vincit Veritas Emblem …A few 
age spots and age appropriate 
wear as well as some crazing 
Sold for: US$157.50, EBay seller: souperal, Period: First Black 
 

Bone China Desert Plate 
…hand painted with a floral spray …9”diameter. No chips, cracks or 
repairs.  Sold for: US$331, EBay seller: guaire, Period: First Black (in red) 
 

Basket Weave Crested Plate 
black & gold …crest: ALIS 
ASPICIT ASTRA meaning: 
FLYING HE KEEPS HIS EYE 
ON THE STARS …9.25” dia 
…Wear to black … 2 chips to rim 
Sold for: US$337.41, EBay seller: 
guaire, Period: First Black 
 
 

COMPORT 
9.5" dia …Nice condition, may have some restoration    Sold for: £50, EBay seller: kezkel58, Period: First Black 
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Dolphin & Shell Comport  
9.75" x 9.25" & 3.75" tall 
…excellent condition 
Sold for: US$398 
EBay seller: stumptownusa 
Period: First Period 
 

ECHINUS 9" Plate 
logo PRUDENTIA …Overall 
condition is very good to excellent 
Sold for: US$155 
EBay seller: bernalese_sf 
Period: First Period 
 

Artichoke Tea Ware Plate  
gold trim  …6.25", tiny fleabite to rim 
Sold for: US$97.75 
EBay seller: stumptownusa 
Period: First Period 
 

Echinus Plate Dickson Family 
Crest  
6 7/8” …“Sine Macula Fides” means 
"Honor without Stain/ Blemish" 
…undamaged except for very small flake underneath.  Sold for: US$99  
EBay seller: antiquebonvivant, Period: First Period (red) 
 

Institute Tea Ware Plate  
Side plate, 7.5", pink tint, gold trim …excellent condition. 
Bread plate … tiny chip to the foot rim 
Sold for: US$68.09 , similar  bread plate 
US$98 
EBay seller: stumptownusa 
Period: First Period 

 
Institute Cup & 
Saucer 
Pink tint 
…excellent 
condition. [Ed: 
Monogram for 
Cardinal Farley] 
Sold for: US$263.99 
EBay seller: 
stumptownusa 
Period: First Period 
 

 
GRASS TEAPOT STAND 
good condition … a fine coating of Lime scale around edge …6" 
Sold for: £88, EBay seller: anjocollects, Period: First Period, No.2 
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ECHINUS DEJEUNE 
8 pieces, some wear …sugar has rim repair & hairline; 
cream has 2 small rim chips, rim, re-gilded; 1 teacup has 
small crack; teapot & tray appear re-gilded 
Sold for: US$900 
(+commission) 
EBay seller: 
ogallerieauctions 
Period: First 
Period 
 

GILT ECHINUS CUP & SAUCER 
Lustre finish with gilt rims, lovely pink coral handle. NEAR MINT 
Sold for: US$141.25 
EBay seller: simdodestatefinds 
Period: First Period 
 

ECHINUS CUP SAUCER 
Saucer 5.5”, Cup 2.5”, 3” at top. Gold trim with pink handle. No chips 
or cracks. [Ed: is this a ‘tall’ shape?] 
Sold for: US$103.50, EBay seller: romney8baa, Period: First Period  

 
Convolvulus Pattern 
Bread Plate 
…good gilt finish but 
light overall wear 
…professionally restored 
to right handed handle & 
surrounding area 
Sold for: £98.75, EBay seller: 
victormeldrew, Period: First 
Period, No.292 
 
Cup and Saucer 
decorated with storks. 
Perfect no damage or 
repair 
Sold for: £185, EBay seller: 
cd_maclean, Period: First 
Period 
 
 
 

Pair of Cups and Saucers ~ Crown, Fist, Dagger 
"ring and bracket" handles …motif is excellent with gold accents 
…large saucer has 3 chips to underside  
Sold for: US$362, EBay seller: bernalese_sf, Period: First Period, No.269 
 
Five Piece Set Orange Rim with Waves, Ring Handle 
1 demitasse, 1 coffee, plus cake plate …"ring and bracket" handles … 
orange some wear …2 small "chips" on bottom of plate 
Sold for: US$355, EBay seller: bernalese_sf 
Period: First & Second Period, No.248 
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Cup/Saucer - Chinese 
with 3 extra saucers 
…Condition very good 
Sold for: £172 
EBay seller: hanem020 
Period: First Period, No.2 
 
Cup/Saucer - Chinese  
Condition very good 
Sold for: £140, another 
similar £155 

EBay seller: hanem020 
Period: First Period, No.2 
 

Limpet Teapot with 
Feet 
excellent, no damage, no 
repair 
Sold for: £95 
EBay seller: 2014viverra 
Period: Second Period 
 

CUP and SAUCER 
[Cone] 
Excellent condition 
Sold for: US$93, EBay seller: 
fantastiques-for-you, Period: Second 
Period 
 

Pink lily [cup & saucer] 
few tiny dot marks 
Sold for: £37 
EBay seller: tromepurplejangles 
Period: Second Period 
 

CUP & SAUCER, HIGH 
LILY GREEN EDGE 
saucer in lovely condition, cup has 
small chip to the fluted edge 
Sold for: £16 
EBay seller: jayteeden2 
Period: Second Period 
 

Double Spout 
Creamer 
Pink tint …3.25" 
excellent condition 
Sold for: US$76 
EBay seller: stumptownusa 
Period: Second Period 

 
THORN cup and saucer 
Pink iridescent flowers, gold rim, brown twigs. In very good condition 
Sold for: US$195, EBay seller: tamistreasures312, Period: First Period, No.4 
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Celtic D Pattern Cup & Saucer 
well moulded & richly decorated, 
finished with gilt ...very subtle cob 
lustre inside cup …no damage 
Sold for: £364.23, EBay seller:  
victormeldrew, Period: Third Period 
 
DIAMOND VASE  
Excellent condition …7 1/2" 
Sold for: US$108.50, EBay seller: 
1942oldygoldie68, Period: Third Period 
 
Dublin Jug 
2 3/8" excellent condition 
Sold for: US$139.25, EBay seller: 
stumptownusa, Period: Second Period 
 
Portrush Vase 
2 3/8" excellent condition 
Sold for: US$179.50, EBay seller: 
stumptownusa, Period: Second Period 
 
CELTIC KNOT VASE 
black & gold over cream …Excellent 
condition … Approx 7" x 4" 
Sold for: US$99.99, EBay seller: 
lakeportjosey, Period: Third Period 
 
Miniature Houses, Cruet Set 
Stand, 7.5” x 2.75”…Houses, 2.25” 
high. 1 stopper missing & 1 cork 
stopper inside cruet. 
Sold for: £197, EBay seller:  
makada56, Period: Third Period 
 

11 Star Shape 
Open Salts 
Each 2.75” wide 
…No chips, cracks, 
or crazing 
Sold for: US$52.51, 
EBay seller: baroqueco 
Period: Third Period 
 
Bowls hand 
painted 
matching small 
bowls …good order 
Sold for: £155.77, 
EBay seller: 
goldfishantiques1 
Period: Second Period 
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And Finally...  
 
 

Wonderful news!   
 

Do you remember, a year and a half 
ago… in April 2017, and we were at 
Belleek as part of the 160th 
anniversary celebrations…  

…and Johannah Purdon (helped 
quite a lot by Fergus Cleary) made a 
prototype of the mug that she had 
designed way back at the 2013 Las 
Vegas Convention – she won the 
design competition set by Fergus and 
was made a promise that her design 
would go into production.   
 

Well the promise has been kept… 
 

…as of this summer, the mug is in 
production and is on sale.   
 
It is available only at the Belleek 
Visitors Centre at the Pottery. 
 
And more big news!  It is a best 
seller.  
 
In August and September, Patricia McCauley told us it outsold anything else in the shop.  Amazing news.  Well 
done Johannah!   
 
Bev and I visited Belleek this October and were very proud to buy two of the lovely and inspiring mugs for 
ourselves.   
 

This is just the sort of thing that gives us all hope for the future.   
 

The mug is well named… the Mug of Hope. 


